
Women in Mathematics - Events in Cambridge

Women in Maths - Events at the CMS

The Mathematics Department has a growing number of events aimed for female mathematicians. All female
mathematicians are invited to join the regular lunches with free tea and cake. This is a great opportunity to
meet women in the department, and discussions range from maths to life and everything in between.

The DPMMS and DAMTP departments also have female academics in charge of the womens’ network.
Together with the ENS, there are range of events and contacts available to provide support to all female
mathmaticians.

One of the monthly tea and cake events.

Past Events by the Emmy Noether Society

I Monthly tea and cake sessions. These are attended by many women, from PhDs to professors, giving
undergraduates a great opportunity to meet other female mathematicians at different stages of their careers.

I Wikipedia Edit-a-Thon. Here students were shown how to edit Wikipedia, and contribute to pages about
female and/or Cambridge mathematicians. We updated and/or made pages for: Grace Chisholm Young,
Yvonne Choquet-Bruhat, Charlotte Barnum, Frances Kirwan, Anne-Christine Davis, Ruth Gregory, Philipa
Fawcett.

I Talks by eminent female scientists
I Prof Francis Kirwan: Professor at Oxford and former President of the London Mathematical Society (2004

- 2006), the second-youngest in its history. Known for her work on algebraic and symplectic geometry.

I Prof Ruth Gregory: Professor at Durham, renowned for her work on the “Gregory-Laflamme” instability in
higher dimenional General Relativity.

I Prof Anne Davis: Professor of Mathematical Physics at DAMTP, renowned for her work on modified Gravity
and braneworld models.

I Prof Caroline Series: Professor at Warwick, recipient of the Junior Whitehead Prize of the London
Mathematical Society and founding member of the European Women in Mathematics. Known for her work
on hyperbolic geometry and Kleinian Groups.

I Dr Emily Shuckburgh: Head of the Open Oceans research group at the British Antarctic Survey,
Cambridge, Advisor to UK Government on behalf of the Natural Environment Research Council, Chair of
the Climate Science Communication Group of Royal Meterological Society.

The Emmy Noether Society

The Emmy Noether Society is Cambridge’s undergraduate Women in Mathematics Society. The society aims
to promote women in the mathematical sciences. Events include speakers, welfare sessions, and other
informal events of particular interest to female mathematicians.
Over 60 mathematicians from all levels and ages attended the first ENS event. Since then the ENS offers all
students:
I Support and advice
I Talks by speakers on the subject of Women in Maths and Science
I Talks by female academics on their area of research
I Maths mentoring
I Career advice

First ENS event in 2010

History of the Emmy Noether Society

The Emmy Noether Society is a very new society, and was named after the influential German mathematician
Emmy Noether (1882 – 1935).

Emmy Noether revolutionized the theories of rings, fields, and algebras, and is particulalry well known for her
study of chain conditions on ideals of rings. However she also made major contributions to theoretical physics.
Her ‘Noether’s theorem’ explains the fundamental connection between symmetry and conservation laws, and
has been called "one of the most important mathematical theorems ever proved in guiding the development of
modern physics"
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